94       Johnson pleased with Lord Monboddo. [August 31.
found he had so much that was good: but that, from his appearance in London, he thought him all paradox; which would not do. He observed that his lordship had talked no paradoxes to-day. 'And as to the savage and the London shopkeeper, (said he,) I don't know but I might have taken the side of the savage equally, had any body else taken, the side of the shopkeeper'.' He had said to my lord, in opposition to the value of the savage's courage, that it was owing to his limited power of thinking, and repeated Pope's verses, in which ' Macedonia's madman,' is introduced, and the conclusion is,
'Yet ne'er looks forward farther than his nose2.' I objected to the last phrase, as being low.    JOHNSON.  'Sir, it is intended to be low: it is satire.    The expression is debased, to debase the character."
When Gory was about to part from us, Dr. Johnson called to him, ' Mr. Gory, give me leave to ask you a question ! are you baptised?' Gory told him he was, and confirmed by the Bishop of Durham. He then gave him a shilling.
We had tedious driving this afternoon, and were somewhat drowsy. Last night I was afraid Dr. Johnson was beginning to faint in his resolution; for he said, ' If we must ride much, we shall not go; and there's an end on't.' Today, when he talked of Sky with spirit, I said, 'Why, Sir, you seemed to me to despond yesterday. You are a delicate
1 'We agreed pretty well, only we disputed in adjusting the claims of merit between a shopkeeper of London and a savage of the American wildernesses. Our opinions were, I think, maintained on both sides without full conviction; Monboddo declared boldly for the savage, and I, perhaps for that reason, sided with the citizen.' Piozzi Letters, 1.115.
a       'Heroes are much the same, the point's agreed, From Macedonia's madman to the Swede; The whole strange purpose of their lives to find, Or make, an enemy of all mankind! Not one looks backward, onward still he goes, Yet ne'er looks forward further than his nose.'
Essay on Man, iv. 219.
Londoner ;. 310. foundd substance than all the elegant discourses of Dr. Berkeley, but infinitely better entitle him to the character of a great genius.'
